
 

 

 

 

 

Joint Statement | 17 November 2017 

 

The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research and FROEBEL Australia are excited to 

announce their partnership for the operation of the new workplace Early Childhood Education and 

Care Centre, due to open on 3 July 2018.  

 

About FROEBEL 

 

FROEBEL is a boutique not-for-profit provider of early education and care services, operating early 

learning centres in Sydney and Melbourne, with a strong focus on bilingual education and inquiry-

based, early STEM learning. It makes them an excellent partner for the Institute. FROEBEL’s services 

in Australia have all been assessed and rated at ‘Exceeding National Quality Standard’.  

 

Vision for the Early Childhood Education and Care Centre at the Institute 

 

The Institute and FROEBEL share the vision that the Early Childhood Education and Care Centre will 

be a well-connected place, embedded in the lively Parkville precinct, where strong associations 

with the community are celebrated and utilised to continuously improve services to children and 

their families. FROEBEL intends to establish an Early Learning Centre at the Institute, where 

excellence in design for education will pave the way for excellence in early childhood education 

and care, with a particular focus on early STEM education.  

 

FROEBEL’s Little Scientists professional development program has been designed to ignite young 

children’s natural curiosity through inquiry-based learning, child-led discovery and age-

appropriate, playful STEM exploration. The program has recently been endorsed by the Australian 

Government under the National Innovation and Science Agenda. FROEBEL’s vision is to holistically 

and continuously train its early childhood educators and teachers at the Centre on all Little 

Scientists modules, and to make early STEM education the trademark of the service over time. The 

program offers a range of possibilities for close collaboration with the Institute community which 

FROEBEL will seek to involve. 

 

Building understanding of culture, history and language is valued by both the Institute and FROEBEL. 

The Institute is committed to reconciliation and creating meaningful integration of Aboriginal and  

https://www.wehi.edu.au/
http://www.froebel.com.au/
http://littlescientists.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Torres Strait Islander culture into all aspects of the organisation. FROEBEL shares this commitment 

and will be integrating Indigenous culture and history into the curriculum. 

 

FROEBEL also specialises in bilingual early learning concepts, maximising children’s opportunities 

through playful bilingual education in their early years. German will be introduced as a second 

community language at the Centre. Whilst English will be the main language of the service, a 

number of German-speaking educators will work with the children in German, all day, every day. 

Thus, children will be immersed in an environment where languages are spoken naturally. FROEBEL’s 

bilingual approach gives children a head-start in their linguistic abilities and multicultural awareness. 

 

Milestones  

 

The selection of FROEBEL as operator marks the next big milestone on the Institute’s journey to 

opening the Early Childhood Education and Care Centre. Both partners will aim to finalise the 

documentation around their collaboration before the end of the year. Construction works are 

forecast to be completed in April 2018. Following building commissioning and handover to FROEBEL, 

the operator will furnish and fit out the play and learning spaces before obtaining all required 

operational approvals from the relevant authorities. Both partners are working toward a ‘soft-

opening’ in June 2018, with facilitated play and orientation sessions for the first group of children 

who will commence formal care in the first week of July 2018. The Institute and FROEBEL agreed on 

a staggered intake throughout the second half of 2018 to give educators and families time to build 

collaborative and trusting relationships and to allow children to settle in the environment, allowing 

them sufficient time and space to adapt and build confidence within the brand-new spaces.  

 

FROEBEL will provide all Institute families, who have already expressed their interest in enrolling their 

children, with regular updates and more detailed information throughout the first six months of 2018. 

From 2018, families will be able to sign up for the waiting list directly through FROEBEL’s online 

registration platform. Details will be provided in due course. 

 

Please follow the Institute and FROEBEL on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/WEHIresearch and www.facebook.com/froebelaustralia  

http://www.facebook.com/WEHIresearch
http://www.facebook.com/froebelaustralia

